
Making stone jewelry at home can be as simple as using glue or as complex as 
metalsmithing with a torch. Depending on your skill level and available tools, you can 
choose from several methods to turn natural or polished stones into wearable pieces. [1, 2]  

Popular Methods for Making Stone Jewelry 

• Wire Wrapping: This is one of the most accessible methods for beginners. You use 
flexible jewelry wire (often 20 to 24 gauge) to create a "cage" or decorative wrap 
around a stone to secure it without needing holes or glue. 

• Adhesive Setting (Gluing): For a quick project, you can use specialized jewelry glue 
like Epoxy 330 or E6000 to attach a polished stone to a "bell cap" or a pre-made 
jewelry blank. 

• Drilling Holes: Using a rotary tool (like a Dremel) with a diamond-coated bit, you 
can drill holes directly through small stones to thread them onto chains or cords. It 
is critical to drill under water to keep the bit cool and prevent the stone from 
cracking. 

• Metalsmithing & Soldering: This advanced method involves using a butane torch 
and solder to create custom metal frames, such as bezel settings, to hold stones 
securely. [1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11]  

Essential Tools and Materials 

• Jewelry Pliers: A set typically includes round-nose, flat-nose, and chain-nose pliers, 
along with wire cutters. 

• Findings: These are the "hardware" of jewelry, such as jump rings, bails, lobster 
clasps, and ear wires. 

• Stones: You can use natural beach stones, tumbled rocks, or professionally cut 
cabochons. 

• Safety Gear: Always wear safety glasses with side shields, especially when drilling 
or soldering. [4, 7, 10, 12]  

Gemstone Jewelry Tutorial, YouTube · GGC’s Beginning Beaders · 2024 M04 28 

Beginner Project Ideas 

1. Simple Stone Pendant: Use a bell cap and jewelry epoxy to turn a favorite tumbled 
stone into a necklace centerpiece. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mppls3LXEvg
https://rocktumbler.com/jewelry/necklace-kits/


2. Wire-Wrapped Ring: Wrap a small gemstone bead or chip stone with sterling silver 
or copper wire around a ring mandrel (or even a thick marker) to create a custom 
band. 

3. Drilled Beach Stone Necklace: Select a flat beach pebble, drill a hole near the top 
using a diamond bit, and slide it onto a leather cord. [1, 5, 7, 8, 13]  
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